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not be representative of even other parids. The great and blue 
tits (GBT), phylogenetically, are more basal taxa, and most of 
the other species that have been studied (especially in North 
America) are more evolutionarily derived. GBT more readily 
use bird boxes than do the North American species, perhaps 
because GBT do not excavate their own cavities, and conse-
quently studies on reproductive ecology and fitness have been 
easier and more numerous for GBT. The other parids are more 
likely to cache food and defend group territories in winter, and 
they have more limited song repertoires but more complex 
vocalizations than do the GBT. Most studies of winter social 
organization in parids come from the North American species, 
although more total papers have been published on the great tit 
alone than all other species combined. Clearly the message is 
that the great tit is really quite different from the typical North 
American chickadee.
 This is a useful, attractive book that will be a major refer-
ence on this bird family, and the insights gained from it will 
likely prove to be broadly applicable across many kinds of 
birds. Charles R. brown, Department of Biological Sciences, 
University of Tulsa.
It’s a long Way from llano: The Journey of a Wildlife 
biologist. By James G. Teer. College Station: Texas A&M 
University Press, 2008. xii + 152 pp. Photographs, references, 
index. $29.95 cloth.
 James G. Teer’s career in wildlife science, management, 
and policy has spanned a half century. During that time he 
worked as a biologist for the now Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department, chaired the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Sciences at Texas A&M University, and directed the Welder 
Wildlife Foundation in Sinton, Texas. He also became involved 
in international conservation issues in Africa, India, South 
America, and Russia. Teer’s lengthy and diverse career serves 
as a natural foundation for his autobiographical musings in 
Llano.
 The book has eleven chapters. Subject matter includes bi-
ography (he had a deadbeat dad), commentary, philosophy, and 
natural history. The biography will be fascinating to those of 
us who know Teer and worked under or with him. The national 
and international conservation issues—buck-only harvest, 
great cats, saiga antelope, wildlife management in Africa—
will appeal to a more general audience. Teer aims the book at 
university students in wildlife conservation and management; 
his experiences and commentary certainly will be useful and 
informative to this audience.
 Although he doesn’t address ecological or social issues of 
the Great Plains per se, the manner in which Teer has encoun-
tered and dealt with conservation issues provides history and 
experience that could inform issue resolution anywhere. The 
writing is as clear as the San Gabriel River in its pristine state, 
the river that was part of the natural world of his youth and 
influenced Teer to become a wildlife biologist.
 At the beginning of the conservation movement in America, 
wildlife biologists were male, Caucasian, and avid hunters; that 
is simply the way it was. This circumstance held sway from 
the time of Aldo Leopold into at least the 1960s, when values 
began to change. “Wildlife biology, once largely confined to 
game animals, now emphasizes all species, huntable or not, and 
ecosystem management has replaced species management,” 
Teer writes. 
 Llano gives one a sense of a coda for a game-oriented con-
servation movement that started in the 1920s and 1930s and 
has largely run its course early in the Third Millennium. Teer’s 
experiences, friendships, and values well reflect the zeitgeist of 
wildlife conservation and management in America during that 
era. fred s. Guthery, Department of Natural Resource Ecol-
ogy and Management, Oklahoma State University.
Rebuilding native nations: strategies for Governance and 
Development. Edited by Miriam Jorgensen. Foreword by Oren 
Lyons. Afterword by Satsan (Herb George). Tucson: University 
of Arizona Press, 2007. xiv + 363 pp. Figures, notes, references, 
index. $40.00 cloth, $20.00 paper.
 The future of American Indian law and policy is here, and it 
is nation building. Nation building is the struggle of American 
Indian tribes to exercise tribal sovereignty in a progressive and 
creative manner to restore and modernize the governance struc-
tures of tribal governments. In their essays, Stephen Cornell 
and Joseph Kalt, founders of the Harvard Project on American 
Indian Economic Development and leaders of the Native Na-
tions Institute on Leadership, Management, and Policy at the 
University of Arizona, argue that the long-overdue transfer of 
Indian Country authority and control by the United States to 
Indian nations is well underway, but that Indian tribes must now 
move forward to develop effective governance and economic 
development structures.
 Rebuilding Native Nations is a powerful restatement and 
reconsideration of American Indian self-determination, a 
federal policy approaching five decades in age. Its essays draw 
upon more than a decade of tribal success stories collected and 
celebrated by the Harvard Project. Individual chapters focus on 
particular subject areas such as tribal economic development, 
intergovernmental relations, and tribal constitutional and tribal 
court development. The authors draw out commonalities about 
successful nation building in tribal communities, theorizing an 
underlying basis, and leading readers to understand how to rep-
licate that success. The chapter on tribal courts by Judge Joseph 
Thomas Flies-Away, Judge Carrie Garrow, and Miriam Jorgen-
son, coupled with a chapter by Joseph Kalt on tribal constitu-
tions, demonstrates how a separate and functioning judiciary 
can assist with building tribal economies by protecting through 
